THE BOOK OF GENESIS    LESSON 22
JACOB IN HARAN
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[bookmark: 2]I. Jacob at the Well of Haran (Genesis 29:1-14)
A remarkable analogy exists between the arrival of Abraham’s servant (Genesis 24) and the arrival of Jacob (Genesis 29) in Haran. They both came to the same city and probably the same well. The meeting with Rachel is a counterpart to that of Rebekah. The emotions of Jacob and of Abraham’s servant were the same and natural. Abraham’s servant’s response was a little more solemn in character than that of Jacob, who responded in a more youthful, tender way. In both situations we see the wonderful providence of God.
Historians tell us that most of these wells are covered with a broad, thick, flat stone with a hole cut in the middle, forming the mouth of the well. This is covered with a heavy stone, which requires two or three men to remove it. The regulation of the well required that the stone should not be rolled away until all the flocks had been brought together. However, when Jacob learned that the shepherdess approaching the well was Laban’s daughter, in the overflowing joy of his heart, he overstepped this rule and rolled away the stone.
[bookmark: 3]A. Jacob Meets Rachel
Jacob had left his father’s house because of danger to his life. Upon his arrival in this new and strange land, he was met by the one who was to become the center of his life. Jacob had traveled about 450 miles from Beersheba to Mesopotamia, referred to as the “land of the people of the East.” Our attention is brought to the fact that he had found the kinsman to whom he had been sent. We note the repeated phrases: “the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother,” “Rebekah’s son,” “Jacob his sister’s son.” One would certainly be aware of the fact that Jacob’s mother was very much in his mind. He no doubt had heard many times, and pictured in his own mind, the meeting at the well of his grandfather Abraham’s servant and the maiden who became his father’s bride. He was now at the scene of his mother’s youth. We can understand the fine touch of nature when we read that Jacob “lifted up his voice and wept.” It is perhaps at this point that we really become interested in the history of this young man in whom, to this point, we have seen little that is good.
Rachel ran quickly to her father, giving him the news of the arrival of a kinsman. Laban warmly welcomed Jacob as one of the family. How this must have warmed the lonely heart of Jacob at this time. During the month that followed Jacob’s arrival in Haran, he probably tended his uncle’s sheep with no idea that the future held such servitude and deception as was later given him by his uncle.
[bookmark: 4]B. Jacob’s Contract with Laban (Genesis 29:15-19)
Abraham had sent his servant with presents of silver and gold and costly raiments as a dowry for Rebekah. Jacob had nothing but a love for Rachel, talk of promised blessing, and a will to work for the one he loved. Laban, it appears, did not value the promised blessing. He seems to have been a man who was governed by sight rather than by faith. It was proper that Jacob should make the offer to work for Laban, since he had nothing of material value to give as a dowry. Had Laban really possessed the generosity his words seemed to express, he would have given Rachel to Jacob without compelling him to wait seven years for her. Laban demonstrated interest in his own private gain rather than the happiness and well-being of Jacob and Rachel. Had he been interested in the promise given to Abraham, Isaac and now to Jacob, he would have gladly given Rachel to Jacob to be his wife.
[bookmark: 5]C. Jacob’s Service to Laban (Genesis 29:20)
Jacob served Laban seven years for Rachel, but they seemed to him as only a few days because of his love for her. It was a step in Jacob’s training towards the fulfillment of God’s promise to him at Bethel. In this we do not see the man of cunning, crafty and deceitful devices, but one full of pure, self-sacrificing love. We see a better side of Jacob’s character.
[bookmark: 6]D. Jacob Deceived (Genesis 29:21-28)
After Jacob had faithfully served his years for his bride, fulfilling the contract made with Laban, he then asked for his wages. In response to the request, the crafty uncle prepares a wedding banquet. Veiled and in silence, Leah is brought to the bridal chamber. Laban broke the contract promise, defrauded his nephew and wronged both his daughters. Jacob had neither sought nor loved Leah. It seems here that Jacob was paid in his own coin. He had cheated his own father when he pretended to be Esau and now his father-in-law cheated him. He did not recognize Leah, as his father did not recognize him. It is interesting at this point to remember that it was through the son of Leah that the promise was fulfilled and through whom would come the blessing of all nations.
Laban defended his deceitfulness by stating the national custom of not giving away a younger before a first-born sister. The request of Laban to fulfill the week of celebration was probably to protect him from exposure of his fraud. The marriage feast for Leah lasted seven days. Jacob was told that if he fulfilled the marriage week for Leah, Rachel would be given to him at the end of it, conditioned on his serving another seven years. Jacob, in order to have the woman he loved, agreed to this. The second marriage took place after the end of the marriage festivities for Leah. Laban received fourteen years of service instead of seven. The Scripture makes no immediate comment about this double marriage, but the history that follows, of the life-long sorrow, disgrace and trials, speak to the consequences of this double union.
[bookmark: 7]II. Jacob’s Wives and Children (Genesis 29:30-30:24)
Rachel, whom Jacob loved, was barren and Leah, the despised one, was fruitful. God weighs out to us favors and crosses in an equal balance.
Leah gave birth to four sons:
Reuben - (behold! a son) She said, “Surely looked on my affliction.”
Simeon - (hearing) “Because the Lord has heard that I am unloved.”
Levi - (cleaving or joined) “Now this time my husband will become attached to me.”
Judah - (praised) “Now will I praise Jehovah”
It is interesting to note that in the birth of three of these sons, Leah not only recognized God, but acknowledged Him as the covenant God.
Jacob served doubly for Rachel and, as we see the unfolding of history, this service brought reward. For a time the purpose of God was hidden and seemingly veiled with disappointment. While Leah, as mother of Judah, was the true ancestress of the Messiah, still it was in Joseph, son of Rachel, that Jacob’s heart was satisfied.
“Give me children, or else I die,” expresses a sinful impatience on the part of Rachel and gives us somewhat of an unfavorable opinion of her. Rachel later did die in giving birth to her second son, Benjamin (Genesis 35:16-19). Jacob’s response acknowledges the hand of God in the matter. In essence he said, “Can I give you that which God denies you?” “Four keys which God has in His hand and which he entrusts to no other are the keys to the clouds, the heart, the grave and the womb” … .Matthew Henry.
It is because Leah called upon the Lord and He heard her (verse 17) that she was given a child. It is when God remembered Rachel (verse 22) that she conceived. “And God harkened to her.”
It appears that Rachel sought God by prayer and that He heard her. What unbelief and impatience had withheld from her, she received though prayer and faith. Throughout this lesson we see God’s justice and man’s weakness and unworthiness. Rachel said, “God has taken away my reproach.” God blessed her with a son whom she named Joseph.
As we are told of the inside life of Jacob’s household, we have an instructive picture of the evils of polygamy and its results. Conflicting rival interests destroy the peace which should be characteristic of a home. Where God intended divine influences should center, we see instead discord and strife.
In all this contest is evident the great desire among the Hebrew women for children. It is unusual that we find female descendants recorded. Dinah’s name is mentioned for the sake of history given in Genesis 34. According to Genesis 37:35 and 46:7, Jacob had other daughters.
Each of Jacob’s sons became the head of tribes, which later became known as “the twelve tribes of Israel.” The rest of the Old Testament history is interwoven with the history of the twelve tribes of Jacob. We will be studying the prophetic meanings of the names of the sons in a future lesson. Try to memorize them: (Genesis 35:23-26)
The sons of Leah: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulon
The sons of Bilah: Dan, Naphtali
The sons of Zilpah: Gad, Asher
The sons of Rachel: Joseph, Benjamin
[bookmark: 8]III. Jacob’s Desire to Return to Canaan (Genesis 30:25-26)
Jacob, with his wives and children, had a great family in the years he had worked for his father- in-law Laban, but nothing else. Now after completing his years of service and rendering honest services, Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wives and my children and let me go.”
[bookmark: 9]VI. Jacob’s Scheme of Increase (Genesis 30:27-43)
Laban was well-aware that God’s blessing was upon Jacob and endeavored to keep him. Through selfishness Laban agreed to the proposal of Jacob as to the separation of the animals. We see God working in behalf of Jacob. The strategy which Jacob used was not considered fraudulent, for he made use of nothing but the knowledge of the habits of animals, which he had acquired through his long experience in keeping sheep. Thus God paid Jacob wages out of Laban’s folds. For fourteen years God had multiplied Laban’s cattle and flocks under Jacob’s care and now, in six years, God would multiply that part of Laban’s flock which were to go to Jacob. Through God’s blessing Jacob did increase exceedingly.
[bookmark: 10]V. Jacob’s Secret Move out of Mesopotamia (Genesis 31)
[bookmark: 11]A. Jacob’s Command to Return to Canaan (Genesis 31:1-16)
Jacob was commanded by “the God of Bethel” to return to the land of his birth. Jacob opened his heart and mind to Rachel and Leah, giving reasons for his decision. He explained that he had been badly treated by their father, whom he had served faithfully. Rachel and Leah agreed with Jacob and added a few complaints of their own. They recalled their father had treated them as strangers belonging to Jacob rather than to him. By selling them for Jacob’s services, he had appropriated all the advantages to himself. Due to circumstances with Laban and his sons, the exodus of Jacob, his family and his assets would have to be in secret.
Bethel was the place where God had met Jacob and where the covenant was renewed with him. For more than twenty years the voice of God had been silent, now Jacob saw light arising out of darkness. Hearing this new command from the God of Bethel no doubt awakened beautiful memories and joyful expectations. God also gave assurance that He would protect him. We, today, need to be reminded also of the God of Bethel, the unchanging, faithful Guide of His people on this earthly pilgrimage.
[bookmark: 12]B. Jacob’s Flight from Laban (Genesis 31:17-21)
Jacob left Mesopotamia honestly, taking only that which was rightfully his. However, Rachel was not as honest as her husband, for she stole her father’s images (verse 19) and carried them away with her. The images, mentioned through the whole history of Israel up to the Babylonian captivity, were a household god. This was one of the practices of heathen superstition often met with in the Old Testament. Among the Hebrews it was not so much a form of idolatry as it was a corrupting superstition attached to the true religion. They were held as dispensers of good fortune and as a protection against evil influences. Later in history, Israel’s King Josiah did away with them, for they were an abomination. Is there something here that we could learn today about our superstition and unbelief by adding attachments?
[bookmark: 13]C. Laban’s Pursuit—Interview and Fruitless Search (Genesis 31:22-42)
The story of Jacob’s final flight to Canaan is perfect in its Oriental coloring. At the head of his flocks and herds, with his wives and children, he moved out across the Euphrates. His flight was not known for three days. However, when Laban heard about it, he pursued Jacob and overtook him on the seventh day, among the richly wooded and watered hills of Gilead east of Jordan. It was a time of real danger to Jacob. Laban rebuked him for having stolen away without giving him an opportunity to dismiss him and his wives with a parting feast, or permitting him to bid his daughters good-bye with a kiss. Laban, in his usual craftiness, tried to give the impression that the pursuit was due to his love for his children, but his words were full of hypocrisy. He acted the part of thousands who try to place the blame on others for wrong they have committed. What Laban was reaping resulted from his own harshness and severity. God had warned Laban to refrain from harming Jacob, but Laban did demand Jacob give back the gods that had been stolen from him. God tied the hands of Laban to hurt Jacob, but Laban’s heart did not turn from idols.
Jacob acted with perfect honesty toward Laban. We cannot help but know that the testings and trials of the past years and the dealings of God’s providence had removed his old characteristics. Some suppose Rachel’s theft was due to her belief that the teraphim would enable her father, through divination, to discover the direction of their flight and pursue them. Her strategy failed and when the angry Laban arrived on the scene, she became afraid to acknowledge the theft.
[bookmark: 14]D. Laban and Jacob—Covenant of Peace (Genesis 31:43-55)
A truce was made between Jacob and Laban and their covenant was confirmed by the erecting of a memorial pillar. Neither party was to pass the memorial pillar for hostile purposes.
Considering verse 53 of this thirty-first chapter of Genesis, “The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father (Terah), judge between us” seems to be a clear intimation that Laban was swearing by the idols of his Chaldean ancestors. This would be a reproach to Jacob for having forsaken the religion of his forefathers. Jacob, being aware of Laban’s intent, responded with “the fear of his father Isaac.” He even avoided here the use of the name of Abraham, who in his younger years did worship idols. Isaac, his father, had never worshipped any other than the true God.
Laban departed from Jacob and returned to Haran. This is the last we hear of Laban or of the family of Nahor.
[bookmark: 15]Closing Thought
In all ages there have been men like Laban who recognize that it is good to associate with people who honor and worship God, but never consider their personal need of coming to Christ. They wish to enjoy the fruit of the blessings of God without a personal commitment to live and cultivate the life of a godly man or woman.
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