Keys to Godly Wisdom in Marriage

Scriptures: Hebrews 9:14
Points: Why marriages are unhappy.
1. Martial divide comes from ignorance. A lack of knowledge to manage the relationship.
2. Hidden hurts of the past to hinder your future growth with others. 
3. Misguided expectations: You have an expectation misguided because you’re looking for someone to do what only God can do.
4. The misunderstanding of emotional needs. Being aware of the needs that both partners have. You must get them at home. If you don’t get them at home the devil will assign for your needs to be met in a wrong situation.
5. Allowing unhappy others to magnify the imperfections of your mate.
6. You and your mate define commitment different. There is a different between a marriage and an understanding.
What do I need to do to turn things around?
1. I need to establish a reason that will make me motivated. 
a. The will of God is not for you to be tolerant, but be happy.
b. You need a picture of the end result. 
c. You can be passionate but not disrespectful. Everyone has the right to say how they feel.
i. If you interrupt your partner while they are talking, that’s being disrespectful.
d. To eliminate stress you have to learn how to communication. Communication is a discussion with the intent to agree.
2. I have to be willing to forgive for past mistakes. 
a. Put discipline in your mind. Take authority over the strong holds of the devil.
Mates
1. Super sensitive spouse: You will have to learn how to apologize immediately. You have to give them permission for them to let you know when they felt offended. A person who is offended cannot hear beyond the offense. Use the method of:
a. Pebble: A small offense
b. Stone: A large offense that hurts 
c. Rock:  A major offence
d. Compliment them as much as possible. You must know what you needs are so you can communicate them to your spouse.
2. Married to a complainer: Listen to that complaint with sympathy and empathy. Listen to that complain because if you don’t they will think you don’t care. To a complainer always testify about the goodness of God.
3. Rude Person: Help them know what proper procedure and guide is the right way. By saying perhaps this is the way we should do it. 
a. Don’t correct them publically. Let me know that you have their best interest in heart.
4. Dealing with an over aggressive mate: Keep your cool when you are personally attacked. Speak softly to them. 
a. You have the resolve that we will get this thing right.
b. Must have family meetings. If you don’t you will argue all the time. Be tactful.
c. Understand why they are angry. 
d. If you are dealing with a mate who is always unhappy you must pray for them because it is a spiritual attack from the enemy. Communicate with them, “How can I help you?” It’s a direct focus for them to come out of their depression. Show them that you care by giving you attention.
5. Married to a nick picker and perfectionist: They look for faults in others. They think everybody ought to be like them.
a. They understand why people fail to set priorities.
b. Let nick pickers fuss and vent their frustration. Its therapy for them.
c. If they are right, agree quickly. It shuts them down.
d. Don’t respond with an excuse or minimize the issue.
e. Don’t take the nick picker pickiness as a personal attack. I’m not attacking your personally, but I’m addressing the performance.
f. Ask them for a solution. How can we do with it better?
6. How to handle a manipulative spouse. Set up guidelines. Them telling lies will destroy the relationship.
a. Don’t let emotions over take your reasoning.
b. Must be willing to take a tough love stance with a firm hand. That’s the only way you break their forces on their manipulative skills. 
c. Maintain a good self image and don’t be abused or used.
Several steps to communicate in a constructive way
1. Do not make personal attacks
2. Have Gods best for them
3. Pray for wisdom and Gods guidance
4. Evaluate the perceived offense objectively without prejudice
5. Establish a pure objective of confrontation
6. Clearly identify the issue of importance and write it down and make it the focus. If you don’t you will find yourself talking about things that are not the issue.
7. Choice the avenue and the instrument of confrontation. How will you bring it out?
8. Establish and anticipated response and their response
9. Rehearse the presentation before you talk to them.
10. Establish consequences that you are willing to enforce.
a. Appreciate the moment of a learning moment
11. Analyze the critique and the outcome; the critique could help you
12. Ask questions
13. Apply the insight so you can become a better person.
14. Agree that something must be done for closure
15. Accept God’s plans for the future.
Title: Strengthening through the honoring revelation
Scripture: I Peter 2:17, I Sam 2:30, John 13:20, John 5:23, Luke 13:35, Matthew 10:40, Romans 12:10, Isaiah 29:13, I Peter 3:7, Exodus 20:12 
Honor: Is to recognize and express the significance of another. I do this by showing them that they are valued; I celebrate them, and esteem them by a heart that is anchored through God that releases God to honor me.
· When we honor God he will turn around and do something for me
· When we honor other Jesus takes that personally
· You commit spiritual suicide when you dishonor someone
· The land will spew you out if you don’t honor those who lead you into it.
· The devil will cause you to have resentment towards someone if you allow him to for dishonor.
Point 1: The Spiritual Perspective to Honoring Others
· When you dishonor you short circuit blessings God wants to send. We miss God because we think we are honoring a man, but God moves when we honor others. So if God takes dishonor personal then he takes honor personal. When I honor my pastor I honor God. When you have a higher connection with almighty God, God will honor you.
Point 2: How do I show others honor
· Honor doesn’t cost you anything
· Honor is demonstrated through respect: That’s heartfelt love and appreciation.
· Honor is demonstrated through resources
· Honor is demonstrated through remembering.
· Honor is demonstrated through responsibility
· Honor is demonstrated through representation (wedding rings)
· We honor others by referencing them. Make mention of them. 
· We honor through refreshing others. Doing things that makes life easier for someone.
· I honor though rebuke. Special cases of correction. If you see a train wreck, please warn them.
· We demonstrate honor through demonstration
· Reconciliation.
· Resolve. From this day forward this is what I’m going to do.
You don’t want the urges of ministry to make you miss special moment of those you love.
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