
What You Want To Know, But Don’t Know Who To Ask
1. How do I stop being angry?
Anger is a natural human emotion; it is the Creator’s way of empowering us to ward off our perception of an attack or threat to our well-being. However, the Bible says, “Be angry, but sin not” (Psalms 4:4). Notice the directive to “be angry.” There is a good anger, which causes us to set things right and to declare truth. Bad anger is reactive and gives birth to more anger. Work actively at processing your anger so it no longer controls you,
A- Acknowledge that you are angry. This important first step is an honest look at why you are angry and who you are angry at.
N- Note who and what the anger is about. 
	You are angry at your mom, dad, sister, brother, etc., doing or saying_____________.
	You are angry at your friends for leaving you out and letting you down.
	You are angry because of family issues.
You are angry because you failed in a certain area of your life.

G- Get to the deeper emotions.
I think I am feeling ___________ (hurt, disappointment, embarrassment, rejection, loneliness, insecurity, and anxiety) as well as feeling angry.        
      E- 	Express your feelings to a pastor, friend, parent, or counselor.
	I really wish that my brother/sister, mother/father had not done________; it really hurt.
	I’m sad because I was let down or someone hurt my feelings.
	I’m upset because my family is fractured. I feel afraid/abandoned/lonely/angry.
      
      R- Respond Wisely, and pray it through.
Dear God, thank You for beginning to heal the painful emotions in my heart. I admit that    I am angry about ______________. I am choosing to forgive __________ today because you have forgiven me. I choose to let go of anger, and I pray that you would continue to heal me, in Jesus’ name. 
2. Are Satan and Demons Real?
Yes! Satan was cast out of heaven for desiring to be mightier than God, and his angelic followers were cast out with him (Ezekiel 28:12-19, Revelation 12:4). His name was “Lucifer, son of the morning” (Isaiah 14:12-15). He is:
· The accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10)
· A murder and a liar (John 8:44)
· Your adversary (I Peter 5:8)
· The lawless one ( 2 Thess. 2:9)
Paul wants believers to know that our battle is against “spiritual host of wickedness” and not with the flesh and blood (Eph. 6:12). These are spiteful, wicked demons whose intellect exceeds that of any human.
Satan cannot directly overtake a believer who physically (a Christian cannot be possessed), but he can definitely influence our thoughts. If we open the door to him, he will gladly whisper into the “ear” of the mind suggesting things. All along he makes it seem as if the thoughts are our own. We cannot explain how such communication takes place anymore than we can explain how the physical synapses of the brain fire information, but such mind-to-mind communication takes place.
The devil tempted Judas to betray his Master (Luke 22:3-6; John 13:2), seduced Ananias and Sapphira to lie to Peter (Acts 5:1-11), and incited David to take a census (I Chronicles 21:1-7). Paul clarified any doubts when he instructed: “take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand in the evil day” (Eph. 6:13).
Without the spiritual armor listed by Paul in Ephesians 6, we are pawns in the devil’s game. However, with it, we have been assured of complete victory in our spiritual lives. Believers need not fear him, but they must be careful not to “give place to the devil” (Eph. 4:27). Though it may appear that Satan and his demons have great influence in the world, we know the outcome: “The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Rev. 20:10).

3. Are There Any Exceptions to Allow for an Abortion?

Abortion focuses on the right of the mother, not the child. A staggering 93 percent of abortions are performed as a means of birth control. Only 7 percent of women cited so-called “hard cases” (e.g., rape, incest, or some health concern with either the baby or the mother) as the primary reason they were seeking abortion. (“Abortion in the United States: Statistics,” National Right to Life. http://www.nrlc.org/abortion/facts/abortionsstats2.html; accessed 21 July 2005).

The taking of a human life can only be defended when it is the only way to protect another human life-namely, in the case that a mother will die if her pregnancy continues. This is extremely rare circumstances in a medically advanced country like the United States.
Questions to Follow
4. Can a person stop being “Gay?”
5. Can Christians be possessed or inhabited by demons?
6. Can the Devil make me sin
7. How do you know God’s will?
8. How can I pray with power?
9. If wine is in the Bible, why is it wrong for me to drink?
10. Is Homosexuality really wrong?


4. Can a Person Stop Being “Gay”?

Pop culture may say no, but Scripture and the authentic stories of countless thousands of former homosexuals tell us otherwise. Remind those who debate with you: “With God nothing is impossible” (Luke 1:37).

God can change a person’s heart toward sin, but it is not up to us to dictate how or when a person gives up a homosexual lifestyle. The Holy Ghost is powerful; and while salvation is received in a moment of surrender and prayer, the healing journey to wholeness takes time because the emotional issues attached to it must be addressed and processed in God’s strength. As Christians, we are to pray for and care for others with the same patience and love that God exhibits on our behalf. It is our privilege to walk patiently alongside those on the journey to wholeness with prayer and encouragement. 
One thing we can do is offer the hope found in words of the apostle Paul. He anticipated and answered the question of whether a person can find freedom from homosexual behavior in his letter to the Corinthians: “Such we some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11).
There were Christians in Corinth who had been transformed and delivered from sexual perversion by accepting Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Salvation changed homosexual behavior two thousand years ago, and it has that power still. God’s love is strong, His Word is true, and His Spirit is life transforming. I Corinthians 6 speak against homosexuality as a sin that will not allow you to enter the Kingdom of God. If a person has engaged in this behavior can they stop? The answer is yes. Only through the power of the Holy Spirit.

5. Can Christians Be Possessed or Inhabited by Demons
Demons cannot possess believers unless the demon first binds the strong man who occupies the believer-namely, Christ himself-and no demon is more powerful enough to bind Jesus. If our house (body/soul) is Christ’s home, then the devil finds no place to dwell in us. Jesus explains that those who are not occupied by the Holy Spirit are subject to the possibility of being inhabited by demons (Matthew 12:43-45).
The teaching of Scripture is that Christians cannot be controlled against their wills through demonic inhabitation. The principle is foolproof. If you are a Christ-follower, the King Himself dwells in you (John 14:23). Rest assured with this statement: “You are of God, little children, and you have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (I John 4:4). To deny the truth of these scriptures because of someone’s alleged experiences or stories is to greatly overestimate the power and realm of Satan.

6. Can the Devil Make Me Sin?
Satan can work to tempt you, but he cannot force you to act upon temptation. Do not give Satan glory that he does not deserve. The Bible says, “Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when the desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin” James 1:14-15.
Jesus spoke of temptation and not demonization as the means by which Satan entices us. He specifically taught the disciples to pray for victory (Matt 6:13). Jesus taught that the heart of man, not demon possession, is responsible for evil acts (Matt 15:19). 
It is not the rule of Satan that a believer need be convinced with; it is the rule of one’s own heart that must receive our full attention. No Christian can be indwelled by Satan, but we are forewarned to “be sober and vigilant” (I Peter 5:8). Satan is like a roaring lion, but the length of his leash is determined by the believer’s trust in the Lord to keep him or her from temptation.
Satan wants nothing more than to destroy your testimony and to disrupt your fellowship with God. He cannot have you, but he will do whatever he can to keep you from bringing others to Christ. Paul urges us to “put on the whole armor of God” Ephesians 6:11. To understand spiritual warfare and to overcome temptation, the Christian must focus on the power of God rather than on the schemes of the devil.

7. How Do You Know God’s Will
To read clear biblical principles for daily walking in the will of God and being led to a specific decision, see Ephesians 3:
· Live by eternal purpose, not in the temporary (v. 11).
· Substitute self-confidence for God-confidence (v. 12).
· Bow your knee before God; this honors Him and will give birth to humility, inner strength, and dedication to God’s will (v. 14).
· Strengthen yourself through the Holy Spirit during private devotional times (v. 16).
· Live by faith and not by reason (v. 17).
· Check your motives and your foundation often. Both should be to love as Christ loved (v. 17).
· Focus on the power of Christ and its availability to you. Think about it often, and thank Him for it (vv. 19, 20).
His power and the answer will be there when you need them. The word of the Lord is the greatest source of direction for anyone. Nothing else can compare to the importance of the word of God.

8. How Can I Pray With Power

Approach in Surrender- The powerful and effective prayer of faith must be approached with complete surrender to the authority and will of God. As you submit to the authenticity of God’s will HE shows and unfolds His will for your life
Anchored in Scripture- Anchoring prayer to Scripture keeps us from floating into selfishness, pride, arrogance, and control. The will of God and the Word of God never contradict each other. Praying Scripture allows our faith to be guided by absolute truth.
Ask specifically- The focus of prayer is not the miraculous, but the dispelling of darkness by the revealing of the light of God. Our needs take on new meaning when they are considered in the bigger picture of releasing light into the darkness of every situation and allowing the glory of God to be seen.
Anticipate the Solution- Answered prayer may not be immediately recognized, and effective prayer does not take place in an instant. Jesus speaks with certainty that the prayer will be answered without giving specifics as to know when or how. Begin by asking in faith; but continue to believe whether you see the answer or not; whether the answer is as you expect or not.
Aggressively Stand- Prayer was the foundation of Jesus’ aggressive stand against the darkness. As we pray specifically, the “Light of the World” dispels the darkness. If you pray in the will and Word of God, you will be strengthened by believing.
Jesus prayed that diseases would be healed and that the dead would be raised, and they were. The focus of His prayer was that the glory of God would be seen (John 9). In the process, the influence of the enemy would be destroyed in the lives of people (Matt. 21:21, 22). That is our ultimate goal.

9. If Wine is in the Bible, Why Is It Wrong to Drink?
The media portrays drinking alcohol as an instant party and as many students’ favorite pastime. These snap shots are not good representatives of the statistics of the day, and they don’t reflect the words of Scripture. Before we can look at biblical principle, we have to note that modern alcoholic beverages are higher in alcohol content than those uses in ancient world. The wine of the Bible was a grape juice-like syrup mixed at a ratio of two parts wine to three parts water and had little alcoholic content, depending on whether or not it was fresh. The wine of ancient times had beneficial uses as an antiseptic and as medicine: The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:34) poured oil and wine on the man’s wounds; Paul advised young Timothy to “use a little wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent infirmities” (1 Tim. 5:23).
Christ first miracle was turning the water into wine, but it does not fit that Jesus would use his first miracle to cause drunkenness. Jesus spoke of the “fruit of the vine” at the Last Supper (Luke 22:18), but this cup was unfermented just as the bread was unleavened. He refused wine as a pain killer on the cross (Mark 15:23) because He was determined to die as an act of His conscious will.
Ancient secular sources report that intoxication was a great social disgrace. Drunkenness is presented as a sin throughout the Old and New Testament (Gen 9:20, 21; 19:34; Romans 13:13; I Cor. 6.9, 10; Gal. 5:19-21; 1 Pet. 4:3).
Proverbs 23:29-35 paints a vivid picture, which directly contradicts the picture the media paints: “Who has woe, who has sorrow, who has contentions? Those who linger long wine,… it bikes like a serpent” (vv 29, 30, 32). The drinker’s senses are out of his control (vv. 34,35). The big push in the media is to “drink responsibly.” That is an oxymoron if there ever was one. Statistics show that alcohol is a leading cause of divorce, rape, murder, assault, incest, abuse, and deadly auto accidents.
Most students will say, “I don’t get drunk; I just drink socially.” Any intelligent decision about “social drinking” by a Christ-Follower must be preceded by studying the law of love. Paul urges us NOT TO LIVE just for ourselves, but to strengthen others (Rom. 15:1; 1 Cor. 8:9; 10:23,24). Since Christianity is a religion of faith the sole greatest asset of a believer is their Christian witness and testimony. If the Christian does the same practices as those they are trying to reach for Christ they become ineffective and their testimony for Christ is not credible. 
The “strong and mature” Christian will have little difficulty in making the choice to not endulge or encourage others to drink any alcoholic beverage: to live in love, to be filled on with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18), and to present the body as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1,2). If you already have a problem with alcohol, seek counsel. Jesus is the Savior who breaks and delivers us from all habits.
10. Is Homosexuality Really Wrong?
The Christ-follower never looks to the culture for answers to moral or spiritual questions, but he or she chooses the Word of God as the only and final authority. In the case of homosexuality, both Old and New Testaments speaks clearly and unequivocally that homosexual behavior is sinful and contrary to God’s plan for human beings, just as any sexual behavior outside of a God-ordained, biblical marriage is contrary to God’s plans and desires.
· God judged the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah because of sexual perversions (Gen. 19:1-11).
· “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination” (Lev. 18:22; 20:13). Abomination is the Hebrew tow`ebah, meaning “a disgusting thing.”
· “God gave them up to vile passions” (Rom. 1:26, 27). Vile is the Greek word ajtimiva, meaning “disgrace, dishonor.”
· “Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexual, nor sodomites” (1 Cor. 6:9).
· Paul says that for men to have sex with men and women to have sex with women is unnatural, or “against nature,” and “shameful” (Rom. 1:21-32).
Often people distort Scripture in an attempt to justify “gay” behavior. They may say that the Apostle Paul’s instruction to the Corinthians is a reference to the temple prostitution and not to individuals in the homosexual lifestyle. They claim that a loving, monogamous gay relationship is not condemned in Scripture. Not true at all. Writing to the Christians in Corinth, a first-century city noted for widespread homosexual behavior, Paul declares that among the “unrighteous” are the “effeminate” and the “abusers of themselves with mankind.”
· Effeminate (malakos) refers to the “passive partner in a homosexual relationship.”
· Abusers of themselves (arsenokoitai) refers to the “active member” in a such relationship.

Paul attacks the modern-day argument with a detailed description of homosexual conduct.
Many homosexual rights groups have attempted to distort or discount the Scriptures, but the Bible speaks clearly about the subject. God’s Word condemns homosexual and lesbian behavior and is not in need of interpretation concerning it. No matter what you may or may not feel, it’s ridiculous to say that your FEELINGS are more important that GOD’S WORD!

11. Is Temptation The Same As Sin?
It is not uncommon to experience sexual temptation because all of us have a sin nature (Rom. 3:23). You can be tempted to think lustful thoughts, but you choose whether or not you will dwell on them and, ultimately, act on them. God does not condemn you for impure sexual urges, attractions, or temptations- whether homosexual or heterosexual. These come from a sinful nature just like the temptation to tell a lie, hide a fault to avoid punishment, or give into selfish desires. Add to this the culture’s attempt at normalizing sexual perversion and experimentation, and you will find your mind naturally affected by it all (1 Cor. 10:31).
This Bible clearly denounces immoral heterosexual and homosexual conduct. Lustful thoughts, both heterosexual and homosexual, become sinful behavior when you allow them to remain in your thoughts processes and continue to consider them. Jesus said, “But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matt. 5:27, 28).
It has been said that you cannot stop a bird from landing on your head, but you can surely keep it from building a nest there! Fleeting, unwelcome thoughts that you quickly and prayerfully dismiss are not the same as lustful thoughts that you keep in your mind and develop in your heart. Sexual attraction is normal, and the influence of the attraction is a powerful force; but every believer has been given power over of the sinful nature so that the constant suggestion and information need not degenerate into impure, sinful behavior. A repeated choice becomes a habit; and a repeated habit becomes a lifestyle, whether positive or negative, righteous or unrighteous.
What You Want To Know, But Don’t Know Who To Ask	Page 1

